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must be added he is sixty years of age, and has ill
health.

Among the Ministers we must also enumerate M.
Worm, a well-informed man, who possesses some princi-
ples of political economy, with information not very
common on the general relations of commerce, together
with industry, activity, and great quickness of apprehen-
sion; but, as it is said, rarely with much justness of
understanding. His moral character is suspected. He is
accused of not keeping his hands pure from bribery; but
it is not the less true that he is of great service to in-
ternal government. He appeared to me to be artful,
communicative, ironical, subtle, satirical, and crafty, but
very proper for business in all countries.*

Of all the foreign Ambassadors, I believe M. Saftzing,
from Sweden, to be the only one above, or rather not
below, mediocrity. I except the English envoy, who has
the character of being an able man, but whom I have
not yet any proper opportunity for examining. He is
open and complaisant, even to affectation, considering
that his character is English. If we except Alvensleben,
not one of the remainder deserves the honor of being
mentioned.

The Elector is a man distinct from Princes in general,
yet he appears to partake of the character of the King
of England. The consistency of his mind, which is en-
tire, has a small alloy of obstinacy. I spoke but little to
him, because of the confusion of the dinner. Etiquette
is observed at the table of the Elector; consequently I
paid every care and attention to seat M. de Vergennes
near the Prince. He speaks with intelligence and pre-
cision, but his voice is harsh, sharp, and shrill. His
dress and countenance seemed to indicate devout and
wheedling, but acute and implacable, jealousy. The very
ill education of the Electress, her noisy mode of speech,
and her unreserved freedom, greatly occupy this Prince
to his disadvantage; for, besides that such kind of vigi-
lance ever bears somewhat of the stamp of ridicule, his

*No wonder governments, and consequently nations, are vicious,
wnen such are supposed, even by men of considerable abilities, to be the
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